THE   AUSTRO-PRUSSIAN   WAR
secure the complete diplomatic isolation of Austria, so
that she would fight alone; and, on the other hand,
to goad her to declare war at his own selected time, so
that she would appear to the world to be the aggressor.
The diplomatic isolation of Austria was not diffi-
cult. Of Russia's benevolent neutrality he was
already assured. From England, as governed either
by the octogenarian Palmerston or by the verbose
but ineffective Russell, he had nothing to hope or
to fear. With Italy he secured an active alliance by
the promise, in return for military and naval aid, of
Venetia. France alone remained to be bamboozled,
a delicate piece of work, since French interests were
obviously menaced by any increase of Prussian power
in Germany. In order to secure French acquiescence
Bismarck sought and secured a personal interview
with Napoleon in at Biarritz on September soth
1865. His ostentatious cordiality, his flattering defer-
ence, his apparent frankness, completely deceived his
predestined victim. What exactly transpired at the
interview will probably never be known, for
Bismarck took care to leave no scraps of paper
behind. But evidently Bismarck secured a promise
of French neutrality in the coming conflict by under-
taking that if Prussia emerged victorious and gained
accession of territory in Northern Germany, France
should receive counterbalancing * compensations* at
the expense of (perhaps) Belgium, (perhaps) Luxem-
burg, (perhaps) the Rhenish principalities, (perhaps)